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SIR, 


Remember the laft time I waited on you, 
you exprefs'd a very Chriftian Concern 
@ at the Diforders of the P/ay-Houfe, you 
lamented its having fo much the Afcendent of 
the Towz, and the Countenance of Figure and 
Fortune. You feem’d to prefage that thefe 
Nurferies of Licence and Atheifm would, if 
unreftrain’d, prove fatal to the Nation, make 
us ripe for Deftru€tion, and pulldown fome 
terrible Vengeance upon our Heads. Being 
thus uneafie in your Profpeét, and particular- 
ly folicitous for the Conduét of your Family 
and Relations, you were pleas’d to defire me 
to draw up fomething by way of Preferva- 
tive, in asnarrow a Compafsas poffible. For, 
as you obferve, ‘in cafes of Confcience and 
Morality, fome People are fo frightfully nice 
and impatient, that you muft either cure them 
extempore, or not at all, The Bil muft be 
fhort, and the Medicine quickly fwallow’d, 
or elfe they’ll rather dye, than come under 
the Doctor, 


Sir, waving other Reafons of Regard for 
you, your Requeit proceeds from {fo com- 
mendable a Motive, that upon this fingle 
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Score I think my felf oblig’d to endeavour 
your SatisfaCtion. : 

And here give me leave to fuggeft to you, 
that having already in the View of the Stage 
{poken pretty largely to this Point, it will 
be impoffible for me to purfue the Delign 
without falling upon fome of she Thoughts 
of that Performance: And fince the Argu- 
ment is thus foreftall'd, your Candour, I 
queftioa nor, wall make a proportionable Al- 
lowance. 


To begin; The bad Complexion, and 
Danger of chis Diverfion, may be fer forth, 


Firff, From their reprefenting Vice uader 
CharaCters of Advantage. Diffolution of 
Manners ts the great Favourite of the Mo- 
dern Mgfes: ‘To be thorough paced in that 
which is Ill, is the.chief recommending Qua- 
lity. A finith’d. Libertine feldom fails of 


view f making his Fortune upon the Stage: Thus 


dhe Immo- 
rality of 


the Stages 


Chap. 4- 
£9 alibe 


qualihed there is great Care taken to furnifh 
him with Breeding and Addrefs: He is pre- 
{ently put into a Pot of Honour, and an E- 
quipage ofSenfe; and ifthe does the worft, 
he is pretty fure of fpeaking the beft Things; 
I mean the moft lively and entertaining. And 
all, to hold forth this profitable EaltruGion, 
(for fo they mult be interpreted) That Lewd- 
nefs and Irreligion are the true Teft of Qua- 
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lity, and Education. If a Man will be juft 
tothe Intereft of Reputation, he mult throw 
of the Reftraints of Virtue, fet up for a 
Sceptick, and launch boldly into a Courfe of 
Vice. For if he will be brow-beaten by the 
other World, and over-aw’d by the Whim- 
fies of Coni{cience, this is the Way to pafs for 
a Clown, to taint his Blood, and almoft 
make him difclaim’d at the Herald's Office! 
And that this wholefom Doctrine may be the 
better received, the Poets have taken care 
to raife their Bas and Arrier-Bap upon all 
that’s Sacred and Solemn, and to perfecute 
Virtue under every Appearance. Aud when 
they make bold with a CharaGter of Religi- 
on, they never fail of fhewing it clumfey 
and ridiculous. Such a Perfon mult be an 
Original in Untowardnefs, the Jeit of the 
Company, and put into all the Difguifes of 
Foliy and Contempt. And when Religion 
is thus banter’d, and Virtue drefsd up in “Ans 
tick, when Lewdnefs appears in Circumftan- 
ces of Credit, and makes {uch a fhining Fi- 
Sure 5 when Rewards and Punifhments are 
yader {fo jut a Diftribution, the Government 
of the Stage muft needs be furprizingly regu- 
lar, and imprave the Audience to "Admire. 
tion! 


Secondly, Another Reafon for the Diffua- 
five is the intolerable Profanenefs of the 
Stage. And here not to mention their Swear- 
ing, 
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View of 


the Stage. 


Chap. 2, 
ana Se 


1e Excefses of Diltra€tion,and mak- 
ith the Na me-of God on the moft 
trivial and {candalous Occafions: This, tho’ 
horrible enough, is the leait Part of the 
Charge. Their Courage on this Head 1s of 
an amazing Size: They are Heroes beyond 
any thing upon Reco rd, and in a manner 
perfectly new tn thei ¢ Defiance : They have 
attempted as it were to fcale the Sky, and at- 
tack the Seat of Omnipotence : They have 
blafphem’d the Attributes of God, ridicul’d 
his Providence, and burlesq'd the old and 
new Teltament. Thele infernal Sallyes put 
me in Mind of a late Inftance of Refolution 
in one of their Fraternity ; > T mean the Man 
that acted “eprha’s Rajh Vow, or the Virgin 
Sacrifice in S Sopirke eld, "The Subject of this 
Farce is taken out of the Book of Judges ; 
and to peice up the Entertainment, and it 
may be to make the Hiftory ridiculous, there 
are feveral buffooning Charatters tage’d to 
the end on’t. Now can there be a more 
religious Infolence than to mix the molt 
folemn, and the moft ridiculous Things to- 
gether ; to proftitute the infpired Writings 
in Places of Inf afamy, and to furnith out a 
Proll from the Sacred Hiftory. I hope it 
will be the latt time the Brdle will be thownt 
fora Sigh at Bartholomen- Fair, 


f am unwilling to fay any more upon 


this Matter; To fuppofe the Outrage of fuch 
a 
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oT 
a Practice ftands in need of Satyr and. Ag- 
gravation, is a Reflection upon the Com- 
mon Senfe of a Nation, and looks.as if we 
were blafted in our Underftandings, 


Thirdly, The next thing I fhall remark is the 
indecency of their Language: And here the 
Englifh Poets and Players are {till like them- 
felves ; they ftrain to a Singularity of Coar- 
nefs: The moderna Theatres of Europe are 
meer Vefials to them: They outdo the Li- 
berties of Greece and Rome, the Ages of Ig- 
norance, and the Precedents of Heathenifm. 

The Lufcioufnefs of double Entendres, and View of 

remote Glances wont ferve their Turn : To seaze. 

flafh a little upon the Imagination, and ap- Chup. 

pear in the Twylight, is not Mifchief enough ; 

No: They love to have their Senfe clear and 

determind: They labour for Perfpicuity, 

and fhine out in Meridian Scandal : They 

make the Defcription rank, bring the Ima- 

ges clofe, and {how the Monfter in its full 

Proportions. And by this Stench the Spirits id. 6 

are infenfibly feiz’d, and the Health of the C™?-7 
Company often fuffers. Thus the Imprefli- 

ons of Modelty wear off, the AffeGtions are 

debauch’d, and the Memory furnifh’d with 

Ammunition to play upon the Confcience. 

And is this Diverfion for Chriitians ? Is this 

fuitable to that Holinefs of Do@trine, to that 

Sobriety of Thought preferib'd by the Gof 

pel, or to that Tafte of Satisfa@ion we ex- 


pect 
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pect in the other World ? Cat the Ladies be 
entertained with fuch Stuff as This ? Thofe 
that drefé their Diet, would make us believe 
their Palates aré ftrangely out of Order, To 
treat the Refervednefs of their Sex, their 
Bitch aad their Breeding with Smut and Ri- 
baldry, is, rofpeak foltly, incomprehenfible 
Manners. Ia fhort, it will be faid, and 
therefore I fhall put the Cafe ; either the La- 
dies ave pleafed with the Indecencies of the Stage 
or they ave wot: Vf they are, ’tis a hard Impu- 
fation on their Virtue: It argues they have 
firangely forgotten the Engagements of Bap- 
tifm, the Maxims of Education; and the 
Regards of their Charatter, ”Tisa Sign they 
aré ftrongly feiz’d by the Infe€tion, and that 
the Jokes are almolt ready tobreak out. Sf 
they ave not pleafed, twill be enquired why 
they come there? Why they venture upona 
Place where they mult expeét to have their 
Imagination fhock’d, their Averfion put into 
a Fit, and their Blood call’d up into their Fa- 
ces? Who would undergo fo much Fatigue 
of Fancy and Mortification? The Play-. 
Houfe is without Doubt thé wrong. Place 
for Difcipline ; And fuch Pennance if often 
repeated will never pafs for good Harneft. 
Thus the Dilemma bears hard towards 
the Ladies: And for my Part, I. contefs, 
Mea not Logick enough to difengage 
them. 





Fourthly, 
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Uo) 
Fourthly, We muft not forget the Incor- 
tigiblenefs of the Stage; This is a farther 
Aggravation of their Diforder: Their ill 
Plays have been fome of them examin’d, their 
licentious Extravagance mark’d, and repeat- 
ed Inftances produced uponthem. In fhort, 
the Ulcer has been difleted, the Criminals 


drage’d our, and the Blafphemy expos’d. ‘The pen Of 
d pe tap 6s 


Poets, tis true, rallyed upon the Defeat, an 
made the moft of their Matters. But find- 
ing the Caufe too grofs and defencelefs, and 
that the Force of Truth would prevail ; they 
have fince lay’d down, and left the F 7e/dBut 
thisis not all; The Players have met with far- 
ther Initruction: The Lavs have been let 
loofe upon them;They have been difciplin’d at 
We ftminfter-Hall, However,all chis Convidtion 


and Difcouragement wont do. They areProof 


again{t Reafon and Punifhment, againft Fixe 
and Arguments,and come over agaia with their 
old Smut and Profanenefs. One would think 
by their defperate Pufhing, they were re- 
folv'd to exterminate Religion, and fubdue 
the. Confcience of the Kingdom. And 
mult needs fay, their Meafures are- not 
taken amifs. “Phey have without Doube 
pitched upon the moft likely Expedienc 
to make Vice abfolute, and Atheifm uni- 
verfal, 
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And asif the old Batteries were too weak, | 
They have ftrengthened the Attack, and | 
levyed Recruits of Mufick and Dancing | 
beyond Sea. There was great Occafion, no | 
Queftion, to draw down more Forces upon 
Flefh and Blood; and to fpring a new Mine | 
to help ftorm the Senfes, and blow up the 
Paffions to Combuftion! And when Peo- 
ple are thus thrown off their Guard, and | 
difarm’d of their Difcretion, the Play. Houfe | 
is admirably furnifh’d with Proviff on to feize | 
the Advantage, and improve the .Opportu- 
nity. For what is it but the common 
Receptacle of Vice, and the Rewdevouz of | 
Rakes and Strumpers ? I don’ mean all the | 
Company are fuch. But this 1 may fay, 
that fcarce any Quarter is fo plentifully 
ftock’d. Now who would truft his Health | 
ina Place of Mortality, or go to the Pef- 
Houfe for Recreation ¢ 


What then, muft we never fee a Play ?| 
And where’s ‘the Harm on’t if we don’t? | 
Can’t we take an ill Thing upon Report, | 
without the Curiofity at Experience? Is it | 
not better co ttand off from unneceffary | 
Danger, than to prefs upon a formidable | 
Enemy, and run the cre of a Defeat ?) 
However, if young People are fo “unealy at | 
fuch a Reltraint ; if they will 1 needs venture, | 
let them fortifie themfelves at Home, and) 
take 








































take the Guard of Religion along with them: 
Let them go, as they do, to fec an outlandifh 
Monfter, once in their Lifetime: Let the 
Play be prefcribed them by Perfons.of Con- 
dué& and Sobriety: In a Word, let the 
Snake be frozen, and the Poifon as much di- 
luted as “tis poffible. | 


And after all, I don’t pretend to give a Li- 
cence for feeing the P/ay-Houfe, though un- 
der the Cautions above-mention’d: But if 
People will rufh forward, and ftand the E- 
vent, I only defire ro direé&t the Motion, aad 
fugeelt the fafeit Way. 


Fifthly, The Play-Houje bas been look’d 
on as a publick Nulance, cenfur’d and. dit- 
countenanc’d by Charch and State, and that 
in times both Ancient and Modern, 


To give fome Inilances in the State. 
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The Republick of Rome, before Fulmus Ca- 
far ftopt the building of a Theater, being 
fully convine’d, that this Diverfion would 
bring in foreign Vice, that the Old .Roman 
Virtue would be loft, and the Spirits of the Defence 
Peopleemafculated. This wife Nation made of #4 a 
the Function of Players {candalous,  feiz’d 5° * 
their Freedoms, and threw them out of Pri.” 
vilege and Reputation. 
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View of To come down to our own Conttitution : 
the Stage, The Players are forbidden to Act, and fcatter 
£8P-°- their InfeCtion through the Kingdom, under 
very fevere and intamous Penalties: And in 

39 Eliz. the Reign of the Famous Queen Elizabeth, 
“’P-4- there was an Order of Queen and Council, 
1 Jac. tO drive the Players out of the City and Li- 

cap.7- berties of London, and to pull down the Thea 
View of ters, Which was executed accordingly. In 

the Stage, Evance fome few Years fince the Italian 
chap. 6. Players were expell’d the Kingdom, and now 
the French Stage lyes under Excommunica- 

miq, ton. The Theaters have been lately fhuc 
| up in Italy by the Pope, and in the Territories 

of Brandenburgh by the King of Praffia. And 

feveral European Countries would never en- 


dure them inany Form, or under any Regu- 
lation. 


As to the Church, the Players ftand con- 

demn’d by feveral Councils of great Antiquity 

pid. and Credit. And the moft Celebrated and 
| Primitive Fathers have declaimed loudly a- 
* — gainft the Stage, with all the Zeal, Force, 
and Rhetorick imaginable, So that if the 
{trongeft Precedents, either in Church or State, 

will make any Impreffion upon us, if we 

have any Regard for the Wifdom and Piety 

of the beft and moft conliderable part of Man- 

kind, if Authority will move us, if Reafoa 

will convince us, if Experience will teach us, 

we 
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(13) 
we have the ftrongeft Motives imaginable 
to ftand off from fuch dangerous Ground. 


To this I may Obferve in the 


Sixth Place, That fuch fcandalous Diver- 
fion muft of Necefficy untune our Minds, 
and difpirit our Devotion. Tf the Stage once 
gains our Fancy, the Service of God will 
grow burthenfom and heavy. And when 
a lufcious Song becomes relifhing, a Pfalm 
will be a flat Entertainment. Is it poffible 
for Efteem and Contempt to ftand together, 
and can we reverence that which has been 
our Sport to fee defpifed? To frend the 
Week at the Play-Houfe, and come to Church 
on the Swzday, looks little better than Fa- 
fhion and Grimace. Thefe two Places are 
ftrangely hoffile and counterqualifying ; For 
What Communion has Light with Darknefs 
and what Concord has CHRIST with Be- 
lial? Uf we fit thus in the Seat of the Scorn- 
ful, tis in vain to approach his Prefence, and ‘ 
to tread his Courts, 


And therefore in the 


Laft Place I fhall add, That to frequent 
the P/ay-Hou/eis plainly inconfiftent with the 
Duties and Charaéter of a Chri(tian. Por, 
not fo repeat what has been faid, the Guilt 
of the Place muft in a great Meafure fall up- 
on 
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Ae 
onthe Audience: To be prefent, after warn- 
ing, at the Abufe of Religion, amounts to 
Confentand Approbation. To delight in ill 
Company, is to become part of it, and all 
People are Principals in Profanenefs, as well 
as in Murther. Every one knows ‘tis the 
Company that fupports the Play - Hoafe. 
Without a numerous Audience they would 
be forc’d to disband, to furrender their Bufi- 
nefs, and, it may be, be difcouraged into 
Reformation. What then? Are we to af- 
fift fuch Places of Liberty and Prophanenefs 
with our Purfe and Perfon? . Muft we keep 
up the Credit of Debauchery ? Mult we 
make a Contribution for Blafphemy, and 
raife a Tax for the Goverament Below? To 
countenance fuch Praétices muft inevitably 
communicate the Guilt, and heighten the 
Provocation. And when Wickednefs is 
thus flaming and outragious, we cannot ex- 
pect but that Vengeance will quickly fol- 
low. | 


We have lately felt a fad Inftance of 
God’s Judgments in the terrible Tempett ; 
Terrible beyond any thing in that Kind ins 
Memory,or Record. For not to enlarge onthe 
lamentable Wrecks, and Ruins, were we not 
almoft {wept into a Chaos? Did not Nature 
feem to be in her laft Agony, and the W orld 
ready to expire? And if we go on ftiliin 
{uch Sins of Defyance, may we not be alta 
O 








(15) 
of the Punifhment of Sodom, and that God 
fhould deftroy us with Fire and Brémflone. 


What PRE NOS this late Calamity has 
made upon the Play-Houfe, we may evel by 
their Adting Macbeth with all its Thunder and 
ARape, the fame Day: Where at the men- 
tion of the Chimsmnies being blown dawn, (Mace 
beth, p. 20.) the Audience were pleas’d to 
Clap, at an uoufual Length of Pleafure and Ap- 
probation. And is not the meaning of all 
this too intelligible? Does it not look as if 
they had a Mind to out- brave the Judgment? 
And make us believe the Storin was nothing 
Ath an popien of Epicurus’s Atoms, a 
Spring-Tide of Matter ‘and Mot ion, and a 
blind Salley of Chance? ‘This throwing Pro- 
vidence out of the Scheme, is an admirable 
ee for the Con{cience! And when Re- 
oileGtion is laid afleep, the Stage wi ill recover 
of Courfe, and go on with their Bufinefs ef- 


fectually. 


Thus, Sir, T have lay’d before yon what 
I have to offer upon this Occafion, and 


& 
am, 


Your moft humble Servant. 
December 10. 
170}. 
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Books gee for Richard Sare, at Grays- 
Tyn-Gate in Hol bine 


The Devout Chriftian’s Manual of Prayers and* Deyo- 
tions for all Occafions. Containing fpecial Litanies for 
Sundays, Wednefdays, and Frydays ; al\fo particular Offices for 
the Holy Communiga, in the Time of Sicknefs, and for a 
Recovery, Sc. Superviled add Recommended by the Re- 
verend Mr. Wag ft of. 

An Anfwer to all the Excufes and Pretences which Men 
ordinarily make for their not coming to the Holy Commu- 
nion, Pricé3d. or 29.s.a Hundreds 

Some fhort.and nein Directions for {pending one Day 
well, Price 1d. or 6.s.a Hundred. 

Plain Inftru€tions to the Young and Ignorant, Price 
3d. or 20 s.a Hundred. 

Effay towards making the Knowledge: of Religion 
eafie to. the meaneft Capacity, Price 2d.or 12s..a Hun- 
dred. 

The Cannon of the New Teftament. Vindicated, in 
anfwer to the Objectionsof J. Toland. By John Richard- 
fon, BD. formerly Fellow of Emanuel Col. Camb. the 2d 
Edition. 

The Chrittian Scholar, Price 9d..or20s,a’ Hundred. 
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